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Sign Language Documentation

Join Radboud Summer 
School 2020!



In the past fifteen years, there have been many 
new technological developments that facilitate 
the documentation of sign language based on 
video recordings, whether for documentation or 
preservation purposes, or for the purpose of 
investigating specific linguistic research 
questions.

This course introduces you to current practices 
in sign language documentation: creating, 
managing, annotating and exploiting video 
recordings of signers.

It will have three main components:
•    Data collection: how we define, record, and 

store our sign language data (including 
proper informed consent and ‘research data 
management’).

•    Data annotation: how we edit, transcribe, 
annotate, and enrich our data for further 
analysis in the ELAN software.

•    Use of data: how we can reliably store and 
distribute our data as a lexical (dictionary) or 
text (corpus) database for continued work.

The first aspect (recording) will be introduced 
and discussed elaborately, while the second 
(annotation) and third (exploitation) phases will 
be taught using hands-on exercises based on 
your own video recording or on sample video 
recordings of the instructors. The course will 
feature discussions about the practicalities and 
ethics of sign language documentation work, as 
well as an introduction to the aims and 
guidelines to database construction.

In order to participate in the course, you need 
not be totally fluent in international sign, but 
some experience with international interactions 
will be required.

After this course you are able to
•    Record signers in a responsible way.
•    Design ELAN annotation documents that suit 

your own needs.
•    Create annotations that match your goals 

and that are commensurate with your 
understanding of the language involved.

•    Make a plan for exploiting your data for 
public use.

Course leaders
•    Julie Hochgesang, Assistant professor, 

Linguistics, Gallaudet University (USA)
•    Onno Crasborn, Professor Language & 

Communication, Radboud University

Sign Language Documentation



This course is designed for
deaf or hearing signing students at MA or PhD 
level, who want to improve their skills in any of 
the aspects involved in sign language 
documentation. It will be a great hands-on 
experience, taught by an inspiring young deaf 
academic, that will improve not only your 
knowledge and skills but also extend your 
network in the international deaf community.

Academic level
Advanced Bachelor, Master and PhD

Course date
10 - 14 August 2020

Course fee
€ 350

Discounts
•    10% discount for early bird applicants. The 

early bird deadline is 1 March 2020.
•    15% discount for students and PhD 

candidates from partner universities.

Please note that these discounts can be 
combined if you apply before 1 March 2020.

Deadline application
1 June 2020

Detailed course information
www.ru.nl/summerschool/sign
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Why join us?
•    Be taught by renowned and dedicated 

lecturers from Radboud University and our 
international partners.

•    Get valuable in-depth insights and train your 
academic skills.

•    Become part of our international community.
•    Get great value for money.
•    Spend your summer in the oldest city of the 

Netherlands.
•    Have fun during our social activities. Previous 

editions included a river cruise, bubble 
football and our famous city game.

What do our previous students think?
"I was returning home having made new friends, 
built stronger international networks and more 
importantly gained more knowledge in my field 
of study." - Noluvuyo

"Nijmegen is the most underrated town in The 
Netherlands. [..] Over the two weeks at Radboud 
University I was able to interact with people 
from every corner of the world!" - Nicola

In the end, our former participants are our best 
ambassadors! You will find more impressions on 
our website.

Contact
+31 24 8187706
radboudsummerschool@ru.nl
www.ru.nl/radboudsummerschool

The smart way to spend your 
summer!


